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I remember watching Grammie sit there at her dining 
room table in Vidor, Texas, plajdng Sohtaire and 
drinking her coffee when she wasn't cleaning house or 
tending to us kids. Some of the best days of my life 
were spent in that little town playing out in the woods, 
swimming at Smith Lake, having huge bonfires and 
generally living a pretty simple life. It was where I got 
my first kiss from a girl, learned how to stand up for 
myself and is home to some of the country music 
legends like George Jones, Billie Jo Spears, Clay 
Walker and Tracy Bjo-d just to name a few. Those were 
the best days ever, when our family was big and had 
huge family gatherings that spanned from Vidor to 
Kirbyville and all the way down to the Bayous of 
Louisiana. 

It was also the place that I was first introduced to what 
we knew as 'wives tales' which later in life I came to 
know as Hoodoo or Conjure. I remember the first time 
my interest was really peaked in regards to what you 
can do with a deck of normal playing cards, I was 
about 12 at the time. I was sitting in a small fort that 
myself and a few friends had built out in the woods and 
one of my friends asked me if I wanted to see a trick 
and of course I did, so he pulled from his pocket an old 
pack of Bicycle playing cards and told me that his 
maw-maw had showed him this trick but I had to have 
faith that it would work. Well he told me to ask him a 
question and he went to shuffling that deck and then 
cut them into 3 piles and stacked them back together 
and told me to concentrate on my question. He went to 
laying out these cards one by one in a pattern that now 
I can't remember for the life of me and told me what 



each one meant as he went. And wouldn't you know 
it... his answers were right! This httle old deck of 
playing cards had answered my question that I already 
knew the answer to and they told the truth. 

It wasn't until I was about 16 years old when I really 
started to learn Conjure work and that... is a story all in 
its own. 

So, here I am 27 years old, living in Houston, Texas 
writing this book on one of my favorite methods of 
divination and hoping that someone will find the same 
joy in it that I did that day in the little fort in the 
woods. 



^Matthew Levi 



In this book I am going to attempt to shed some hght 
on the old method of divination using playing cards. 
This is a book for beginners who wish to try their hand 
at this form of divination so it will not be a really 
lengthy or difficult book in any way shape or form. I 
will be going in depth at times but for the sake of 
keeping it easy and straight to the point, I have 
formatted it for the novice reader. In the future I will 
be writing at least one more book on this same subject 
but it will be geared more for the advanced reader. 

When I decided that I wanted to write a book, I knew 
that I wanted to cover something in the Conjure or 
Hoodoo tradition that hadn't already been beat to 
death. So I decided to write a book for all those who 
wish to learn one of my favorite methods of divination! 

Now, I don't read Tarot cards and there is plenty of 
information floating around out there that teach you 
how to read them but I was taught growing up how to 
read playing cards and so I never bothered much with 
learning the Tarot. However, playing card divination 
has a lot in common with Tarot divination as both are 
forms of Cartomancy and share quite of few 
similarities. 

My hope is that this book provides the complete novice 
with the information necessary to begin successfully 
reading the playing cards in divination. I hope you 
enjoy this book and may it serve you well. 



gistor^ of tfie ^Mg^tng Cjords 

This is just a brief overview of the history as it pertains 
to playing cards in divination. 

The earhest mention of playing cards that we know of 
dates back to 1371-1379 in Europe. There are several 
theories about how the playing cards made their way 
into Europe to begin with, the most popular theory 
being that they were created in China much as was the 
first paper money cards around the 12* century. The 
Chinese paper money consisted of four suits: Coins, 
strings of coins, myriads of coins and tens of myriads. 
They also contained graphic symbols and numerals of 
2-9 in the first three suits and 1-9 in the 'tens of 
myriads. 

From this point the pla5dng cards began to gain 
popularity and spread from one continent to the next. 

It wasn't until 1770 when a French occultist and 
esotericist, who later became the godfather of Tarot, 
wrote a book called 'Etteilla, ou maniere de se recreer 
avec un jeu de cartes' (Translated; Etteilla, or a 
manner of recreation with a game of cards) that the 
plajdng cards started to really become worked with as a 
form of divination. His book described how to use 
regular playing cards in divination but with the 'piquet 
deck' which was a shortened deck. This later became 
known as the 'French Method' or 'Foreign Method' 
which consisted of the face cards (Jack or 'Knave' 
through King), the Ace and numbered cards of only 7 
through 10 and an additional Etteilla card. He assigned 
each card with specific meanings both in an upright 
and reversed position. 
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gV^tfjods of rca(GnQ 

In the plajdng card divination system there are two 
more notable methods of reading them. They are 
known as the Enghsh Method and the 32 card Foreign 
Method. Please keep in mind that these are just the 
most notable and there are other methods such as 21 
card, 56 card and 3 card fold that I will refer to in this 
book as well but additionally there are also other 
methods that vary from reader to reader. I personally 
use the 52 card English Method simply because it is 
how I was taught when I was young and so it is what I 
am most comfortable with. The 52 card English 
Method is what will be focused on in this book not only 
because it is what I personally use but also, there are so 
many different ways to read the cards that it would be 
impossible to list every single one of them here and it 
would only serve to confuse you. 

Also, one thing I do not do personally is read the cards 
in reverse positions such as in the Foreign method as I 
find it unnecessary so I will not be covering that in this 
book... But if you want to learn how to, I will cover it in 
my next book on the subject! 



A regular deck of plajdng cards contains 52 cards with 
4 French suits that consist of Hearts, Diamonds, Clubs 
and Spades. 

Each of the suits has a general meaning as well as the 
in depth meaning of each card 

General meanings for the suits 

• Hearts pertain to love and friendship matters as 
well as social life and emotions. But if Hearts 
dominate a reading it can also signify someone 
who is over or self-indulgent or conceited which 
can lead to a loss of love for others or from 
others. 

• Diamonds pertain to financial/money matters 
and usually in a favorable context. If Diamonds 
dominate a reading though it could signify 
someone who is focused on only financial gain or 
are overly materialistic or greedy and money is 
there only motive or driving force. 

• Clubs pertain to happy home lives, intellectual 
endeavors, and success in 
projects/undertakings. They are symbolize the 
best omens. They also have a lot to do with work 
related issues. If Clubs dominate a reading it can 
signify very good opportunities in the near 
future or possibly someone who is overworked 
and may put their career even before their own 
family or loved ones. 
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• Spades pertain to anxiety, financial loss, love 
without respect, loss/separation of friends and 
family, sickness and even death. If Spades 
dominate a reading it can indicate that there is 
trouble ahead and the Inquirer should be 
prepared for a hard road and try to center 
themselves mentally. 

• THE JOKER is a card that I was taught need not 
be used in a reading simply because it represents 
the unforeseen variables in life and this concept 
is one that should go without saying, I will not be 
covering The Joker in this book for that reason. 
Maybe in my next book on advanced reading I 
will. If you decide to use it, it indicates chaos, the 
unforeseen and unpredictable. 
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Ace 

This card has a lot to do with family and 'home' 
matters. It also can indicate problems or troubles being 
relieved between loved ones. This card can also speak 
of good news to or from a family member or possibly a 
marriage. It is said that if this card falls within the first 
three cards of any spread it may indicate that the 
Inquirer is in an emotional or sensitive state of mind. 

King 

A fair haired and good hearted older man with strong 
affection/emotions, quick to judgments, outspoken but 
kind, fair and helpful. Indicative of a man who enjoys 
life and may live a very successful and happy one. 

Queen 

A fair woman who is loving and lovable, domesticated, 
prudent, and faithful. A mother figure and very 
sociable woman with good taste and enjoys all the good 
things in life just as much as she does the small things 
in life. The Queen of Hearts also can indicate 
vulnerability in emotional matters. 

Jack 

A young fair haired person. A charming person who 
enjoys a good time. Sometimes seen as an admirer. 
Also as the best friend of the inquirer, or as a fair 
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person's thoughts. The cards on either side of the Jack 
are indicative of the good or bad nature of its 
intentions. Can indicate good times ahead for the 
Inquirer. 

Ten 

Good news and good fortune, usually unexpected. It 
implies a good heart, happiness, and the prospect of a 
large family. It counteracts bad cards and confirms 
good ones in its vicinity. Ten always signifies the 
culmination of something. 

Nine 

The wish card. It indicates that all is well and if it 
speaks about the future of the Inquirer, it means they 
are doing the right thing and will be very successful. It 
is the sign of riches, and of high social position 
accompanied by influence and esteem. The 
surrounding cards will tell of the Inquirers wishes. 
This card indicates a 'Yes' answer if it is drawn to 
answer a specific question. This card is one of the best 
signs to receive during a reading. 

Eight 

A gift from someone, good company and journeys. The 
pleasures of the table, festive society. An invitation to a 
party or other social event with good people. 

Seven 

A faithless, inconstant friend who may prove to be an 
enemy. Also indicates problems or quarrels between 
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lovers or close acquaintances. This card also indicates 
that business dealings are troubled. 

Six 

This card indicates that someone will be supportive 
and take care of the Inquirer as well as tells that the 
Inquirer is worried or in a panic and needs to relax 
because good luck is on the way to them. But if they do 
not proceed with caution and allow their emotions to 
get the best of them in this situation, things will get 
worse. 

Five 

Jealousy from someone around the Inquirer. This card 
can also speak of the end of a relationship but will in 
turn lead to something good and new. 



Four 

Travel or change of home or business or could signify 
one who has remained single from being too hard to 
please but may marry later in life. Also indicates a 
person who does what they love simply because they 
enjoy it and financial gain comes second to that. 
Selflessness 

Three 

A warning card as to the possible results of the 
Inquirers own wants and tact. This card warns the 
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Inquirer should be careful to avoid hasty decisions. 
Thoughtless words that cause quarrels between lovers 

Deuce 

Joy of all the simple things. Contentment, luck and 
prosperity. Possibly the beginning of a new 
relationship. 



4 ^jyiamoruk 4 

Ace 

A ring or paper money. A good sign. A profitable 
proposal. Very good sign for business matters. 

King 

A fair haired man, with authority, violent temper, 
powerful, impatient yet helpful and sharp and a 
vindictive, obstinate turn of mind. A man who is 
grounded and firm. 

Queen 

A fair haired woman, given to flirtation, fond of society 
and admiration yet she is a mature, sophisticated 
business woman who makes for a good role model. 

Jack 

A younger close relative who puts himself first and is 
easily offended and very outspoken. 

Ten 

Plenty of money, a husband or wife, and several 
children. The completion of something successful. 

Nine 

Be wary of those around you. A traitor. Be careful what 
you wish for. Deceit. 
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Eight 

A possible marriage later in life, which will probably be 
somewhat checkered. However, this card speaks of 
good financial news. 

Seven 

Weigh all of your options because this card calls for the 
need of careful action. It may imply an increase of 
prosperity. Surprise news. A warning regarding money 
issues. Gossip and envy. 

Six 

Patience. An early or quick marriage. To achieve what 
you seek, you must put forth effort or sacrifice. Other 
people may cause problems in a close relationship. 
Also carries warning of a bad second marriage. 

Five 

To young married people this speaks of good children. 
In a general way it means unexpected news, or success 
in business enterprises. Supportive friends or 
colleagues. 

Four 

Betrayal. Broken trust. Breach of confidence. 
Disagreements caused by friends. 



Three 

Legal and domestic quarrels, and unhappiness caused 
by a wife or husbands temper. A divorce or break up. 

Deuce 

An unsatisfactory love affair, awakening opposition 
from relatives or friends. If a business partnership is 
being discussed, pay attention to detail and have 
everything in writing. 
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Ace 

It may concern love affairs, or speak of a warning that 
troubles await the inquirer through bad speculations or 
ill-chosen friends. Deceit, Death (Physical or 
otherwise). Misfortune. An ending to something. 
Troubles await the Inquirer. 

King 

A dark haired man who is ambitious and successful in 
life but is also self-absorbed. Possibly a work associate 
of the Inquirer. Could be a widower if next to the Ace, 
Nine or Ten of Spades. 

Queen 

A dark haired woman. A widow or divorced, of 
malicious and unscrupulous nature, fond of scandal 
and open to bribes, she gossips a lot and is very 
vindictive. 

Jack 

A dark haired youth. A well-meaning, inert person, 
unready in action though kindly in thought yet he is 
immature. He can be very jealous or even hostile 



Ten 

An evil omen. Can take away from the good signified 
by cards near it. Complete grief and worries. Signifies 
an overwhelming sense of the bad. 

Nine 

An ill-fated card, meaning sickness, losses, troubles, 
and family dissensions. Domestic worries, disaster. 
When asking a specific 'yes' or 'no' question, this card 
represents a firm 'NO' 

Eight 

A warning with regard to any enterprise in hand. 
Opposition and quarrels between friends. A roadblock 
or something in the way. 

Seven 

Sorrow caused by the loss of a dear friend. Very little 
support. An overwhelming event or circumstance. 

Six 

Hard work brings wealth and rest after toil. Moving 
forward. Small improvements. 

Five 

Bad temper and a tendency to interfere in the Inquirer, 
but happiness to be found in the chosen wife or 
husband. Blessings through a hardship. Obstacles will 
not last long. 
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Four 

Illness and the need for great attention to business. 
Slow down or things will only get worse. Take a break. 

Three 

A marriage that will be marked by interference and un- 
faithfulness. A third person could be involved in 
breaking a relationship. Theft. 

Deuce 

Infidelity or deceit in a relationship. A removal or 
separation of something or possibly even death either 
metaphorical or physical. 



Ace 

Wealth and general prosperity, commerce, a peaceful 
home. Hard work pajdng off. 

King 

A dark haired man of a righteous, high-minded and 
respectful nature. Someone who will make a great 
husband, faithful and true in affairs involving 
emotion/love. Hard worker. 

Queen 

A dark haired woman, with a trustful, affectionate 
disposition, with great charm for the opposite sex, and 
susceptible to male attractions. She also has very good 
taste. 

Jack 

A generous, trusty friend, who will take trouble on your 
behalf. 

Ten 

Riches acquired quickly, probably through the death of 
a family member or a friend. The culmination of the 
beginning steps in a business venture. 
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Nine 

Friction through opposition to the wishes of friends. 
This card also shows that the Inquirer is moving in the 
right direction and almost there. A possible promotion 
at work. 

Eight 

Love of money, and a passion for speculating. Good 
news for the hard worker, but they also need to relax 
and know that there is more to life than work. 

Seven 

Great happiness and good fortune. If troubles come 
they will be caused by one of the opposite sex to the 
Inquirer. 

Six 

Success in business both for self and children. 
Improvements in work and in love. 

Five 

An advantageous marriage. New friendships. This card 
also warns not to be boastful. 

Four 

A warning against falsehood and double-dealing. 
Someone may be trying to deceive you or you may be 
being lied to. A traitor. 
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Three 

Two or possibly three marriages, with money. Gossip 
due to envy. 

Deuce 

Care is needed to avert disappointment, and to avoid 
opposition. Possible obstacles to your success. 



gv^ftmngs of ihc Cotors 



In a typical deck of playing cards there are two colors. 
If you are using a standard American deck of playing 
cards, the colors will be Black (Spades and Clubs) and 
Red (Hearts and Diamonds). There are other 
variations as well depending on the Country in which 
the playing cards are from. For instance, German 
playing card suits are Green Spades (leaves). Yellow 
Diamonds (bells) Red Hearts and Black Clubs. So in 
that case you would revert to the colors of the French 
Suits. As I said, there are many different types of 
playing cards each with their own colors or lack thereof 
but for this book we are focused on the standard 
American deck. 

What do the colors mean? 

Let's start by thinking about the meanings the two 
colors Red and Black are generally associated with; 

When we see the color Red we usually associate it with 
love, strength, desire, attention, haste, power and 
courage. It is the color of blood and fire to an extent. 
Red is used in heraldry to symbolize courage and is 
used in many national flags and for that very reason 
most of the time. 

When we see the color Black we usually associate it 
with negative connotations such as death, evil, 
darkness, depression, sadness, hatred and even 
submission. The reason why priests wear Black is to 



sjnnbolize submission to God. In heraldry Black is 
used to symbolize grief. 



How to use colors in Playing Card divination 

So now that we know what these two colors symbolize 
we can use that to assist us in our playing card 
readings. Based on the meanings of the colors we are 
able to use Red to signify something positive or coming 
quickly and Black to signify something negative or slow 
going. 

One way and the most common way that I will use the 
colors in a reading is when I use a 3 Card Spread, mind 
you it is not the same 3 card spread that I will be 
covering in The Spreads section of this book as that 
one covers the Past, Present and Future reading 
whereas this one that I am about to go over addresses 
answering what will happen in a specific/current 
situation. 

Also, be aware that the color meanings can be adapted 
to the other Spreads as well. 



3 Card Spread for a specific situation 

For this reading you will have the Inquirer concentrate 
on their question and then ask it aloud and while you 
also concentrate on this question and ask your Spirits 
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for the answer. Shuffle the deck 3 times while 
concentrating the whole time and when done, use your 
left hand to draw 3 cards from the top of the deck and 
lay them out left to right in front of you. (You always 
use your left hand to draw the cards because it is the 
hand that is closest to your heart) 

When you lay out these 3 cards you will see 1 of 8 color 
patterns as follows: 

• Red, Black, Red - Things will start out good, 
get a little bad or hit a bump in the road and 
then get better 

• Black, Red, Red - It will start out bad but will 
get better along the way 

• Black, Black, Red - Things will be bad for a 
while but will work out in the end 

• Red, Red, Black - A problem is ahead 

• Red, Black, Black - Things will start out good 
but will get bad and then worse 

• Black, Red, Black - Things will start out bad 
but get better, however, be cautious as the end 
result may be bad or uncertain 

• Red, Red, Red - Everything is perfect and 
positive 

• Black, Black, Black - Difficulties and 
problems throughout the entire situation 

So let's look at an example reading using a 3 Card 
Spread and the color significance: 
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Example: 

The Inquirer asks "Will my new business venture be 
successful?" 

After you ask your Spirits for assistance and shuffle 
your deck 3 times, you lay out 3 cards in front of you 
and the ones that are laid are as follows: 



A 










♦ 










♦ 

V 











The first thing you would look at would be the color 
pattern and then the individual card meanings. In this 
reading you have laid out the Ace of Diamonds (Red), 
the Six of Clubs (Black) and the Ten of Diamonds 
(Red). Looking at the colors tells you that the 'business 
venture' that the Inquirer asked about will start good, 
slow down a bit for a while but in the end will be good 
and successful. 

Now, the color pattern alone is enough to answer the 
question the Inquirer asked but I like to take the next 
step and give the meanings of the individual cards as 
well. 

The Ace of Diamonds is first which shows you that 
cash is involved in some fashion at the beginning. 
Maybe they have the money to start up the business or 
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it will be easy to get the money to start it up. Possibly 
they are trying to get a loan and this may signify that 
they will be getting it. 

The next card that is laid out is the Six of Clubs and it 
shows you that there will be success in business. But 
since it is a Black suit it will be a slow process to get to 
that success 

The third and final card laid out is the Ten of 
Diamonds which would tell you that the business 
venture will be a great success and very prosperous. 

And the best way to explain it to the Inquirer would be 
something similar to; "Yes, the business venture will be 
a great success but only so long as you work out all the 
details and hang in there from the beginning to the 
end, take the good with the bad. The money to run it 
will not be an issue but the business plan itself may 
require some rethinking and better planning." 



QPr^flring and caring for your cardk 

When you first get your deck of playing cards there are 
a few things that you will want to do in order to get 
them cleansed of any energies they may have picked up 
during the creation, handling, and packaging processes 
that they went through before you bought them or 
received them. If you make your own cards then you 
have more than likely put your own energies into them 
and you may skip this process if you would like to and 
are comfortable with them. 

What I personally do with any new deck I get (yes, I 
have a few), is take them and pass them over some 
Copal, Sage, Frankincense or other cleansing type of 
smoke/incense. I do this card by card, front and back 
but you can also just spread them out in a fan shape 
and make sure the smoke touches each one of them. 
Then I take them and cup them in my hands and pray 
over them for a few minutes that they be cleansed of 
any negativity and impurities so that they may serve 
me in divination. After I do this, I knock on them 3 
times to call attention to my Spirits that I require their 
assistance in reading them. I then shuffle them 7 times 
to get the new energies flowing and try to handle them 
a few times a day for the next week to get them 
accustomed to me. They are ready to be used after the 
initial 7 shuffles but I personally like to get them used 
to me though. 

If it is not a brand new pack of cards that you want to 
use, maybe cards that have been passed down through 
the family whether as normal plajdng cards or for 
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divination purposes, what you can do is 're-dedicate' 
them. The way that you re-dedicate your cards is to 
organize them in four piles by their suits and then 
stack them together again and follow the steps I 
outlined above as if they were new. When you stack the 
suits back together again don't place spades on top of 
clubs on top of hearts on top of diamonds. What you 
want to do is to separate them by stacking the suits so 
that the same colors are not on top of each other but 
rather separated by a different colored suit. Then just 
go through the steps I gave for cleansing and preparing 
them for use. 

Who can touch them? 

A lot of workers/readers do things differently, some 
will say that you should have the Inquirer shuffle the 
cards when asking their question while others will tell 
you that you never let anyone shuffle or touch them. 
Some will say that it is alright to use your cards to play 
games with when not doing readings with them while 
still yet others will say that they should only have one 
purpose. 

Personally I pray over my cards before and after every 
reading and I do not let anyone touch my cards 
UNLESS it is for a reading and I do not use my reading 
decks to play card games with. When you use them 
without these precautions you are opening your cards 
up to picking up other energies from people and 
activities that they shouldn't pick up if you plan to 
accurately read with them. Some people are mean 
spirited or simply negative and you do not want your 
cards to carry that mess on them, also if they do carry 
that, those energies could also easily transfer to you as 
well. I don't like the idea of having to constantly clean 
my cards. Cleaning them should be done yes, but I will 
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not intentionally allow them to get messy or all crossed 
up so to speak, so I make sure to speak a blessing 
prayer over them before AND after a reading. I don't 
play games with the cards I read with either for the 
exact same reasons. Your cards are personal and 
special to you and should be treated with respect just 
like any other item that is tied to you spiritually. 

Storing your cards when not in use 

When you are not using your cards you should keep 
them put up where they are safe from other people's 
hands and the elements of your environment such as 
dust, humidity and smoke. I keep mine wrapped up in 
a clean white cloth and stored inside a box that is 
specifically used for just my cards. Does this mean you 
have to rush out and buy a special box or cloth for your 
cards? No, but try to keep them put up somewhere 
safe. If you keep them on your working table/altar, the 
last thing you want is candle wax and oil all over them. 
Just be mindful that these cards are connected to you 
and should be treated with respect. Even putting them 
in their original card box and setting them where you 
know no one will mess with them can be enough to 
keep them secure and clean. 



Now you know the meanings of the cards and their 
suits and colors as well as how to prepare and care for 
your cards. So what is the next step? 

Spirits play an important part in divination and when 
you have your deck prepared and know the meanings 
behind the suits and colors, it's time to get your spirits 
acquainted with your deck as well. When I first started 
learning how to read playing cards I was told that the 
way we get true answers from our readings is because 
the spirits speak through the cards. But in order for 
them to be able to give you answers to the questions 
that you have, they need to know the language in which 
to speak and in this case it is the meanings of the cards. 
Spirit communicates with us in several different ways 
but when you use divination tools you are basically 
introducing them to a new language. Now some spirits 
are more familiar with certain forms of divination than 
others may be but it never hurts to bridge any possible 
gaps in communication. While some prefer plajdng 
cards not all spirits will speak through plajdng cards, 
some prefer Tarot, Dice, Bones or other divination 
methods. It is just a matter of talking with your spirits 
or Saints to find out which ones will be willing or able 
to help. Personally I work with my madama spirit 
when reading my cards. 



Acquainting your Spirits with your deck 

This may seem Uke a very long and tedious task, 
however, if you plan to have a good level of success in 
reading and interpreting the cards, you will not bypass 
this step. 

What you will do is take your deck to your working 
table/altar and petition your Spirits or Saints to assist 
you in reading your cards. When you have determined 
what spirit will be able to work with you for reading 
your cards, you will sit before their image and light a 
candle for them. Take your deck up in your hands and 
talk or pray to your spirit for a few minutes and let 
them know that you would like their assistance any 
time you read your playing cards. 



Once you feel that your request has been accepted you 
will then go over every individual suit, holding them up 
and telling your spirit what their meanings are. When 
you have made it through every suit in your deck you 
then will thank your spirit for their help and pray over 
your cards for a few more minutes and feel the spirits 
energy in them. Leave your deck with them until you 
get ready to use them for the first time. 



Calling on your Spirits before a reading 

Before any reading that I do with my cards I like to say 
a prayer to the Spirit or Saint that I have chosen to 
associate with my deck. I like to keep it simple and 
easy to remember. I'll give you an example: 

This can be as simple or as complex as you like but 
remember that it should be easy to memorize. 
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Listening to your Spirits during readings 

When you are doing a reading, the Spirit that you are 
working with to assist you, may convey certain 
feeUngs, emotions, physical perceptions, images and 
even sound to you to help get the point across about a 
message in the reading. Part of any good divination 
practice is the ability to interpret the messages. The 
meanings of the cards and their colors are the 
foundation but without listening to Spirit and your 
own intuition, those meanings will only explain so 
much. 

Thanking your Spirits after a reading 

When you are done with a reading you should thank 
your Spirit for aiding you in your session. This can be 
done with something as simple as a prayer or maybe an 
offering but be consistent in how you thank them each 
time. 

You can be as simple or as elaborate as you like but be 
consistent. 



c^fti^J Rn g tfte cards 

This step is important for a few reasons. You need to 
keep your cards shuffled before and after every reading 
that you do with them as to get rid of the previous 
session that they were used in. 

Sometimes during readings we come into contact 
undesirable energies and/or Spirits and our cards pick 
up those energies because, after all, your cards are the 
tools in which you receive the answers through so you 
don't want to leave that mess on them just to carry it 
over into your next session. A lot of the time not only 
do I shuffle between uses but I also smudge them with 
sage or pass them through a cleansing type smoke. 

The way that I prefer to shuffle my cards between 
readings is to shuffle them seven times while asking 
Spirit to remove any residual energy or influence left 
on them by the previous reading. 

If you do this a few times it will become like second 
nature. However, if you decide not to follow this step 
then be warned that your readings may not be as 
precise or even completely faulty all together. Also, let 
me point out that just because you are working with a 
Spirit that you have acquainted with your cards does 
not mean that your cards cannot also be influenced 
from other sources. That is why we shuffle between 
readings. 



Cutting the cards 

Ok so your cards are nice and shuffled and ready for 
the Inquirer to ask their question(s). Have the Inquirer 
ask their question while you cut the cards twice with 
your left hand which will end up making 3 small piles 
of cards. You use your left hand to cut the deck because 
it is the hand that is closest to your heart and the heart 
never lies. You then put the cards back together in a 
different order than which you cut them, meaning if 
you cut it once and then cut it again from the second 
pile to form the third, put them back in a different 
order. Maybe put them back by taking the 3"^*^ pile and 
placing it on the 1^* and then placing the 2"*^ on top of 
that. 

This probably sounds a bit confusing so let me give you 
a visual example: 




^st pjig 2'>'i Pile 3"* Pile 



Once you have gotten your cards shuffled and cut you 
are ready to begin the reading. 
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It is also important to remember that when you are 
cutting the cards while the Inquirer asks their question 
that you are also concentrating on the question as well. 



When you perform a reading with cards you lay them 
in a pattern or layout called a 'spread'. The positions 
within the spread represent a different situation, time, 
person or thing. The meanings of each position change 
with each different spread and there are many 
different spreads. In this chapter I will go over some of 
my personal favorite spreads that I use quite often as 
there are as many spreads as there are card readers in 
the world so it would be near impossible to cover them 
all in one book. I will also give an example reading for 
a couple of the spreads in this chapter and the rest I 
will explain thoroughly but will leave it up to you the 
reader to play around with them. One big part of 
learning to read the cards is experimentation and trial 
and error. In other words, I want you to REALLY learn 
to rely on your own reading skills. 



Single Card Draw 

While a single card draw is not a spread, it is a useful 
method when you have a question that needs a quick 
yes or no answer. It is an extremely simple method and 
is performed just as the name indicates. Say your 
prayer to your Spirits and cut your deck while asking 
your question and draw the top card of the deck. The 
answer is based on the color of the card. If it is a Red 
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card it is indicative of a 'yes' and Black is a 'no'. 
Furthermore other cards themselves may also indicate 
a specific answer besides the color of the suit. Also with 
this method, if you draw a 9 of Hearts it is a 'YES' and 
a 9 of Spades is a 'NO' 



3 Card Spread 

We already went over this one in the 'Meaning of the 
Colors' chapter, however, I will now show you how to 
use the this spread beyond just color of the cards. 

The Three Card Spread is another useful but extremely 
simple spread in Cartomancy. This spread is laid out 
just as the name implies, with only 3 cards. It is read 
from left to right and in order, the cards mean; Past 
(left). Present (middle). Future (right) 

Example: 



4^ A 




5^ 












♦ ^6 


4b *g 




♦5 



So in this example, let's say the Inquirer has asked 
about their love life and they just want to know what 
they can expect in the future. 
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We have laid out a simple 3 card spread for them and 
have come up with this: the 9 of Spades (past), the 5 of 
Hearts (present) and 6 of Diamonds (future). 

Before even reading the meanings of the cards 
themselves and relying on color pattern you can see 
that the situation has started out very bad but will 
gradually get better and will end very well. 

Also, we look at the suits (Spades, Hearts, Diamonds), 
this shows us that there is some sort of emotional 
turmoil or stress having to do with love matters that 
will eventually clear up and create a very prosperous or 
advantageous situation. 

Looking at the 9 of Spades we know that there was 
some form of very big disappointment, forced change 
or domestic fighting going on which led over to the 
present situation indicated by the 5 of Hearts. 

The 5 of Hearts tells us of a recent loss of something 
once loved, more than likely the end of their previous 
relationship and it probably had something to do with 
issues regarding jealousy. However, the 5 of Hearts 
also tells us that this is only a temporary setback in 
their love life... which leads us into the future, the 6 of 
Diamonds. 

The 6 of Diamonds shows us that the future will be a 
very bright and prosperous one if the Inquirer has 
patience and urges the Inquirer not to rush into the 
next relationship but rather allow it to form in its own 
time. 

One important thing to remember in any reading 
regardless of the spread is to pay attention to what the 
cards have to say about the influence of the one before 
it. 
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The Crossroads Spread 

The Crossroads Spread is a spread that I came up with, 
with the spiritual worker in mind and is a useful 
spread to use when you feel you or the Inquirer are 
being blocked or 'crossed up' in some areas of life and 
want to determine what those blocks or crossed 
conditions are so that you can work on removing them. 

The way this spread is read is by laying down cards 1-5 
and then going backwards and laying down cards 6-10 
across the first pattern of cards. Below is a diagram 
showing the order in which they are to be laid down as 
well as a table showing what each position represents. 
Cards 1-5 represent different areas of your life and 
where you are presently in them, whereas 6-10 
represent what is blocking progress in that area, if any. 
So I have only included a table of definition for cards 1- 
5. If when laying down the 'crossed' cards (6-10) there 
are some or all cards with no negative meaning then it 
indicates that that area is fi'ee from blockages and just 
read the card meaning as usual. However, even if it is a 
positive meaning but it is a Black card, it is indicative 
that you should keep an eye on that area of your life 
because something negative may either be at work or 
could arise. 

So for example: you draw a 'crossed' card and it is the 
Ace of Clubs, generally this is a good card to have 
because it means wealth and general prosperity, 
commerce, and a peaceful home. But it is Black so in 
this spread it could mean that there is negativity in the 
works in regards to money, work or chaos at home that 
may end up affecting that area of your life. 
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The Crossroads Spread diagram 



3 




2 1 4 



6 



5 

1. Spirituality, Faith and Religion 

2. Home life and family 

3. Career and money 

4. Social life 

5. General progress 

6. - 10. 'Crossed' card 




The Celtic Cross Spread 

The Celtic Cross Spread has been a much loved and 
very old spread used in Cartomancy, (reference first 
published in 1910) 

This is a good spread to use to get a detailed overview 
of the Inquirers life or even just a specific situation. 

This is a pretty straightforward spread so I will only be 
giving the diagram and the position meanings here. 
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1. Present concerns, major influence 

2. What is helping the situation OR against it 

3. The distant past 

4. The recent past 

5. The immediate future 

6. The goal or the best the Inquirer could expect 

7. How the Inquirer sees themselves and/or what 
lessons need to be learned 

8. How others see the Inquirer, how the Inquirer 
affects their environment 

9. Hopes and fears, overlooked issues and how to 
best proceed 

10. The outcome or most likely end result 
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The Pyramid Spread 

The Pjo-amid Spread is by far one of my favorite 
spreads because it is very simple and quick, can be 
used to perform a reading for a specific situation or 
general overview of the Inquirers life and the meanings 
of the positions of the cards can be read in a variety of 
ways and even more cards added. 

After the diagram I will give you an example reading 
using this spread to get you started. 
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1. Past 

2. Present 

3. Future 

4. Obstacles 

5. How to overcome those obstacles 

6. The outcome 



Example : 




Let's take a look at the above example of the Pjo-amid 
Spread in a reading. 

The Inquirer asks for a general overview of their career 
and where they are headed in terms of work. 

First, as always, we look at the first three cards in the 
spread and read their color pattern and suits to get a 
general idea of the overview. Based on the colors Red, 
Black, Red, we see that things have started out good, 
get a little bit difficult but then will end very well. 
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Next we look at the suits of the first three cards 
(Hearts, Spades, Diamonds), this tells us that the 
Inquirer does what they love or at least like doing but 
stress or other emotions have put a damper on things, 
however if they keep their head up and focus on their 
goals they will succeed in their endeavors and will 
prosper greatly because of it. 

Now we move on to give the detailed reading. The first 
card laid out is in the Past position and it is the 4 of 
Hearts which tells us that the Inquirer is a selfless 
worker and chose the career that they did because they 
really enjoy it, not just because it pays well. 

The second card is in the Present position and it is the 
6 of Spades and this card tells us that there is some 
stress due to hard work and while this may affect the 
Inquirer they also know that they can soon take a 
break from all the hard work. It also tells us that even 
though that stress is weighing heavy on them, they are 
still making decent progress albeit small. 

The third card in the Future position is the 10 of 
Diamonds which speaks of the culmination of things as 
lo's always do and this one is a very good culmination. 
It tells us that the Inquirer, so long as they stay focused 
and keep working hard will have great success and be 
very prosperous. This person stands to make quite a lot 
of money. 

Moving on to the second row in the pyramid we first 
come to the Obstacles position and the card that is laid 
here is the 7 of Hearts. The obstacle that this card 
speaks of has to do with opposition and arguments 
between friends or co-workers which may give rise to 
some jealousy inevitably causing some grief and 
impact on the Inquirers work. 
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The next card in this row gives the Inquirer advice on 
how to overcome the obstacle of the previous card. In 
this position we have the Jack of Clubs. With this card 
we are told that someone will be of enormous help to 
the Inquirer in helping them overcome the obstacle 
and may very well even stand up for the Inquirer. This 
might be another fellow co-worker. The Inquirer needs 
to know that they have a support system and they are 
not alone. 

Finally, we have the Outcome. In this position we find 
the Ace of Clubs. Very good omen! This cards speaks of 
wealth from hard work. If the Inquirer can get past the 
stress and opposition and stay focused, they will 
indeed be very prosperous. 

All in all, the Inquirer needs to know that they are 
doing a wonderful job and it is where they are 
supposed to be and that they need not let the 
emotional turmoil, stress and opposition from others 
get to them. If they can do this, all will be well. On the 
flipside, should they choose to allow these things eat 
away at them and give into it all, the exact opposite is 
probable to happen. 
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So here we are at the end of the book and I truly hope 
that I have been able to help someone get their start in 
Playing Card Divination and beyond! There is so much 
more I want to cover on this subject and I have decided 
while writing this book that I will be writing an 
'Advanced Playing Card Divination' book in the near 
future for all you readers who want to go deeper into 
this practice. It is not necessary to wait on that book 
however, because I have given you enough information 
in these pages for you to be able to greatly expand your 
divination practice on your own. Remember to 
continue practicing everyday whether by yourself or 
reading for others. 

I have given you the basics, the building blocks of a 
very old method of divination, now go build your skills 
and expand on what I have taught you in this book! 



Many Blessings, 
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